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EXCUSES, EXCUSES 
Ginny Klingenberg 
I'm late in submitting this article to the Grand Valley Review, but I really can't think 
of an excuse. Some students, however, seem to have an inexhaustible supply of 
excuses for every occasion-missing class, turning in a late assignment, taking an 
exam late, etc.-and an uncontrollable urge to share them. Many are honest and 
legitimate explanations; others are nothing more than desperate attempts to absolve 
themselves from a lack of responsibility; but I must admit that I'm impressed by the 
creativity that sometimes surfaces. 
The proliferation of certain excuses seems to be seasonal. It might be interesting 
to keep a log of all of the grandparents who die midway through the term when, 
coincidentally, many major papers are due and exams are given. Perhaps the 
university should issue a warning to all grandparents of our students-CAUTION: 
MIDTERMS MAY BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH! We could even limit the 
number of times each grandparent is permitted to die. 
Physical and emotional ailments are probably the most common excuses we 
hear: "I was sick"; "I had a doctor's appointment"; or, more detailed, "I was really, 
really, really, really sick-throwing-up sick"; "I'm dealing with a myriad of personal 
problems"; "I have A.D. D. and can't get to class on time"; "I had a touch of leukemia"; 
"I have hemorrhoids and it's too painful to sit through class"; "I was really, really 
sick-Uhh-1 had worms." 
Sometimes ailments spill over from relatives and friends: "My (insert appropriate 
relationship) had a heart attack, so I was at the hospital last night"; "I had a family 
emergency-my sister ran away"; "I have to go to my aunt's funeral"; "I had to take 
my roommate to the hospital (appendicitis or something)"; "My friend had family 
problems and she needed to talk to me"; or, reaching a little further, "My boyfriend's 
grandfather had a heart attack." On occasion students don't keep careful track of the 
excuses they've already used. One such student reported, "I missed the midterm 
because my father had a heart attack and died." At the end of the semester the same 
student said, "I missed the final because my father had a heart attack, and we 
thought he was going to die." 
Even pets are to liable to interfere with the educational process: "My dog stepped 
on my assignment and tore it"; "My cat peed on it"; "My gerbil was sick"; "My dog 
(cat, fish) died this morning"; "My cat was chasing a mouse and it knocked the plug 
for my alarm clock out of the wall." 
It's amazing how Alzheimer's Disease can strike even the college-age person: "I 
forgot it was due today"; "I left it home by mistake"; "I lost my disk"; "I thought it was 
due next Tuesday"; "I can't find it-1 swear it was right here"; "I don't know anything 
about the assignment." 
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F a m i l y  m e m b e r s  a r e  e a s y  t o  b l a m e :  " M y  m o t h e r  t h r e w  m y  p a p e r  a w a y  w h i l e  s h e  
w a s  c l e a n i n g  u p " ;  " M y  b r o t h e r  p i c k e d  i t  u p  w i t h  h i s  h o m e w o r k " ;  " M y  m o m  a c c i d e n t a l l y  
t o o k  i t  t o  w o r k  w i t h  h e r " ;  " M y  l i t t l e  s i s t e r  e r a s e d  m y  f i l e . "  C o m p l e t e  s t r a n g e r s  a l s o  g e t  
i n t o  t h e  a c t :  " S o m e o n e  t o o k  m y  b o o k  w i t h  m y  a s s i g n m e n t " ;  " S o m e o n e  s t o l e  m y  
b o o k " ;  " M y  b a g  w a s  s t o l e n  w i t h  m y  c o m p u t e r  d i s k  a n d  a l l  o f  m y  d r a f t s  i n  i t " ;  " I  p u t  m y  
p a p e r  i n  y o u r  m a i l b o x  ( o r  g a v e  i t  t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y ) - d i d n ' t  y o u  g e t  i t ? "  
T i m e  c o n f l i c t s  c a n  b e  a  p r o b l e m :  " I  h a d  t o  w o r k  l a t e " ;  " I  h a d  t o  f i n i s h  a  p a p e r  f o r  
a n o t h e r  c l a s s " ;  " I  h a v e  t o  d o  a n  a u t o p s y " ;  " I  h a v e  t o  l e a v e  e a r l y  f o r  b a s e b a l l " ;  " I  h a v e  
a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  g e t  m y  t a x e s  d o n e " ;  " M y  g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r  g o t  m a r r i e d " ;  " I  h a v e  
t o  g o  t o  G r e n a d a . "  S o m e  s t u d e n t s  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  p r i o r i t i e s  m a y  n o t  b e  i n  
a c c o r d  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  p r o f e s s o r s :  " W h a t  a m  I  g o i n g  t o  d o  a b o u t  t h e  p a p e r  a n d  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  d u e  n e x t  w e e k ?  I ' m  g o i n g  d e e r  h u n t i n g  w i t h  m y  h u s b a n d .  C a n  I  F A X  i t  
t o  y o u ? "  O n e  s t u d e n t  w h o  h a d  e x c e e d e d  t h e  m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  o f  a b s e n c e s  i n  a  
c l a s s  a s k e d ,  " I s  i t  a l l  r i g h t  i f  I  m i s s  c l a s s ?  I  w a n t  t o  g o  t o  D a y t o n a  t o  a  r o c k  c o n c e r t . "  
M o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g y ,  i n t e n d e d  t o  m a k e  l i f e  e a s i e r ,  s o m e t i m e s  b a c k f i r e s  o r  g i v e s  
s o m e  p e o p l e  m o r e  e x c u s e s :  ' T h e  c o m p u t e r  l o s t  m y  f i l e " ;  " M y  w o r d  p r o c e s s o r  r a n  o u t  
o f  i n k " ;  " T h e  p o w e r  w e n t  o u t  a n d  m y  a l a r m  c l o c k  d i d n ' t  w a k e  m e  u p " ;  " T h e  p o w e r  
w e n t  o u t  a n d  I  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t o  s t u d y . "  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  a l w a y s  w o r k  o u t :  " I  h a d  
a  f l a t  t i r e " ;  " M y  c a r  w o u l d n ' t  s t a r t " ;  " I  r a n  o u t  o f  g a s  o n  t h e  w a y  h e r e " ;  " T h e  k e y  g o t  
s t u c k  i n  m y  i g n i t i o n " ;  " I  l o c k e d  m y  k e y s  i n  t h e  c a r " ;  " M y  p a p e r  f l e w  o u t  t h e  c a r  
w i n d o w " ;  " T h e  r o a d s  a r e  r e a l l y  b a d .  T h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e  t o l d  m e  n o t  t o  c o m e . "  
S o m e  e x c u s e s  a r e  b e s t  l e f t  u n s p o k e n :  " A  c o u p l e  o f  m y  r o o m m a t e s  w e r e  a r r e s t e d ,  
s o  I  h a v e  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e m  t o  c a l l  a b o u t  b a i l " ;  " I  w a s  i n  j a i l " ;  " I  w a s  i n  c o u r t  i n  D e t r o i t ,  
b u t  o n e  o f  t h e  c a s e s  a g a i n s t  m e  w a s  d i s m i s s e d " ;  " I  w i t n e s s e d  a  d r i v e - b y  s h o o t i n g  
a n d  I  h a d  t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  p r o t e c t i o n  p r o g r a m " ;  " I t  i s  a g a i n s t  m y  r e l i g i o n  t o  
s t u d y  t h i s  m a t e r i a l " ;  " T h i s  i s  B i l l ' s  f a t h e r .  I  w o n ' t  b e  i n  c l a s s  t o d a y " ;  " I  d i d n ' t  k n o w  w e  
w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  i n  t h e  c o m p u t e r  l a b  t o d a y  a n d  I  j u s t  g l u e d  o n  m y  f i n g e r n a i l s  t h i s  
m o r n i n g ,  s o  I  c a n ' t  t y p e . "  M a y b e  a  c o m p o n e n t  o f  f r e s h m a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  o u g h t  t o  b e  o n  
s t u d e n t  e x c u s e s .  C e r t a i n l y  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  d i r e c t e d  n e v e r  t o  s a y  t o  a  p r o f e s s o r ,  " I  
m i s s e d  c l a s s  y e s t e r d a y .  D i d  I  m i s s  a n y t h i n g ? "  
P e r h a p s  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  P h o n e M a i l  t o  t h e  c a m p u s ,  w e  c o u l d  s i m p l i f y  t h e  
p r o c e s s :  Y o u  h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h e  p h o n e  m a i l  o f  ( i n s e r t  n a m e ) .  I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  l e a v e  a n  
e x c u s e  f o r  m i s s i n g  c l a s s ,  p r e s s  " 1 . "  ( l f " 1 "  i s  p r e s s e d ,  t h e  m e s s a g e  c o n t i n u e s . )  
I f  y o u  w e r e  s i c k ,  p r e s s  " 1 . "  
I f  y o u  h a d  c a r  t r o u b l e ,  p r e s s  " 2 . "  
I f  y o u  o v e r s l e p t ,  p r e s s  " 3 . "  
I f  y o u  w e r e  i n  j a i l ,  p r e s s  " 4 . "  
I f  a  r e l a t i v e  d i e d ,  p r e s s  " 5 . "  
I f  y o u r  p e t  w a s  s i c k ,  p r e s s  " 6 . "  
I f  y o u  w e r e  a b d u c t e d  b y  a l i e n s ,  p r e s s  " 7 . "  
I f  y o u  n e e d  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  s o m e o n e  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  p r e s s  " 0 "  a n d  " # " ,  t o  r e a c h  a  
s e c r e t a r y  w h o  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  w h y  y o u r  p r o f e s s o r  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  
o f f i c e .  A n d  h a v e  a  n i c e  d a y .  
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